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NAKALA

 A general purpose repository for Humanities and Social 
Sciences
 Developed and maintained by HumaNum
 Free of charge for the depositors and their institutions

Exemples of  repositories specialised in SSH
 CocoON: Language Sciences, Collection de corpus oraux numériques
 Ortolang: Outils et ressources linguistiques pour un traitement optimisé de la 

langue française
 Data.sciencepo: Social sciences
 Quetelet Progedo: Quantitative data in SSH
 Conservatoire National des données 3D: National 3D data repository

 Core Trust Seal Certified since 30/01/2026

 Registered on the COSO list of trusted repositories



NAKALA
Aims

 Publish high-quality data
 Identify, locate, help others find and understand
 Allow reuse

In brief

 More than 800 000 published data (DOI)
 1M files
 75% image files
 Variety of file formats (jpg, png, tiff, pdf, xml, audio, video, json, txt…)



NAKALA

Private or public data. Public data cannot be deleted.

Different file versions -> the DOI points to the latest version.

Option to share rights with contributors.

Option to set an embargo.

Option for moderation.



Connection to NAKALA

Production environment
https://nakala.fr/

Test environment
https://test.nakala.fr/



Connection to NAKALA

Conditions

 To be involved in a SSH research project in a French institution

 Have a HumanID
Information on HumanID: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/humanid/

 Request access to Nakala
On the HumanID portal: on the “My services” page, click on the “Request acess” button in  
the Nakala section.  Your request for acess to Nakala will be reviewed and processed by the 
Huma-Num team within approximately 1 to 3 weeks.

Temporary login credentials are available on the test environment



NAKALA : metadata

<nakala>

Key metadata for the repository 
(required): data type, title, author, 
creation date, licence

<dataCite> 
relation Type

Links to other publications 
In Nakala or in HAL

DublinCore
<dcterms>

Additional informations: description, 
key words, language

Add other metadata: any DublinCore 
property



NAKALA : metadata

Example : https://nakala.fr/10.34847/nkl.f90bb000



NAKALA : metadata

Example : https://nakala.fr/10.34847/nkl.f90bb000



NAKALA : metadata
Example : https://nakala.fr/10.34847/nkl.f90bb000



NAKALA : metadata
Example : https://nakala.fr/10.34847/nkl.f90bb000



NAKALA : moderation

What are the benefits for the depositors?
 Support in high-quality deposit
 Documentation quality = identification, discoverability
 greater visibility in NAKALA:  ‘Moderated data’ filter
 Ready for use with Isidore
 Priority deposits for harvesting by Recherche Data Gouv

As part of a wider initiative to improve the quality of data submissions, 
Nakala has offered the option of moderated submissions since 2025.

6500 moderated
data (May 2025)



NAKALA : moderation

How to proceed?

 Self deposit and self publishing maintained
 A the initiative of the depositor
 Section for selecting a moderator, identified by the geographical location
 Automatic notification
 New status «moderared» for quality certified deposits
 Loss of status « moderated » if changes are made afterwards
 The moderator does not make any direct changes to the data (such as altering its description 

or files).
The moderator works with the submitter to ensure that the data meets a satisfactory 

standard of description in accordance with the moderation checklist.
 The submitter requests moderation; the moderator assigns the ‘moderated’ label.



NAKALA : moderation

Metadata

Title
 Authors : if possible with ORCID
Licence
Key words
Producer
Linking to other productions
Informations about funders
Informations about the research project
Consistency of information

Files

Consistency between files and description
Compliance with the GDPR regarding 

sensitive/personal data
Documentation (readme)
File formats (see https://facile.cines.fr )
File naming

Key considerations



For further information

• Documentation on Nakala: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/nakala/
• Guide for depositing in Nakala: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/nakala-

ressources/#guide-de-depot-synthetique-de-nakala-pdf
• Prepare data: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/nakala-preparer-ses-

donnees/
• Describe data: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/nakala-guide-de-description/
• Check for updates: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/nakala-release-notes/
• Frequently Asked Questions: https://documentation.huma-num.fr/nakala-faq/
• Linking publications and data: https://humanum.hypotheses.org/14076  
• Moderation in Nakala: https://humanum.hypotheses.org/11009 and

https://humanum.hypotheses.org/12528



Thank you for your
attention !

Gaëlle Gauvrit
Research Data Librarian
+33 (0)3 68 85 08 87
ggauvrit@unistra.fr

bu-data@unistra.fr

contact@adele.help

adele.help


